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Quick Reference for  
Non-public  
Sessions 
Non-public meetings are permitted for the fol-
lowing purposes under 91-A:3, II:   

(a) Dismissal, disciplining, investigation of 
any charges against, promotion, and com-
pensation of any public employee; 

(b) Hiring of  a public employee; 

(c) Matters which might adversely affect 
the reputation of any person, other than a 
member of the public body itself, unless 
such person requests an open meeting; 

(d) Consideration of the acquisition, sale, 
or lease of real or personal property 
which, if discussed in public, would likely 
benefit a party or parties whose interests 
are adverse to those of the general com-
munity; 

(e) Pending claims or litigation which has 
been threatened in writing or filed against 
the public body or members of the body, 
until settled; 

(i) Matters developed by safety officials 
intended to thwart terrorism. 

NOTE: these exemptions are abridged and 
the list not complete. The law can change 
yearly. Updates can be found at  
righttoknownh.wordpress.com 
As of July 4, 2015 

Who We Are 
Right to Know NH is a nonparti-
san organization dedicated to im-
proving adherence to and 
strengthening the Right-to-Know 
Law (RSA 91-A). 
 
Membership 
Membership is free, knowledge is 
invaluable. 
 

Meetings 
We meet regularly in Concord 
and invite new members. For de-
tails check our website. We also 
welcome organizations to ally 
with us so together we have a 
stronger voice to ensure open-
ness in government.  

 

Contact Us 
righttoknownh@gmail.com 
 
righttoknownh.wordpress.com 
 



 Propose legislation to strength-
en the Right-to-Know Law (RSA 
91-A). 

 Maintain an extensive website 
with up-to-date case law, how-
to information, and Right-to-
Know Law training links. 

 Build cooperative associations 
with organizations which share 
an active and ongoing interest 
in government transparency. 

 Educate citizens on their right 
to know their government. 

Part I, Article 8 of the 
New Hampshire Con-
stitution 
 
All power residing originally in, 
and being derived from, the 
people, all the magistrates and 
officers of government are their 
substitutes and agents, and at 
all times accountable to them. 
Government, therefore, should 
be open, accessible, accounta-
ble and responsive. To that 
end, the public’s right of access 
to governmental proceedings 
and records shall not be unrea-
sonably restricted. 

 
RSA 91-A:1 Preamble 
 
Openness in the conduct of 
public business is essential to a 
democratic society. The pur-
pose of this chapter is to en-
sure both the greatest possible 
public access to the actions, 
discussions and records of all 
public bodies, and their ac-
countability to the people. 

What We Do 
 
 Assist citizens in exercising 

their right to obtain information 
from their government. 

 Provide resources on Right to 
Know with the goal of making 
government more open and 
accountable. 

 Help public officials on how 
they can provide their constit-
uents with access to govern-
ment meetings and records 
so they may be in compliance 
with both the letter and the 
spirit of the law. 

 Monitor proposed legislative 
changes to the Right-to-Know 
Law. 

 Advocate for or against pro-
posed legislative changes by 
writing to legislators and testi-
fying at legislative committee 
hearings. 

 

www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/
html/VI/91-A/91-A-mrg.htm 

A link to RSA 91-A: 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/VI/91-A/91-A-mrg.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/VI/91-A/91-A-mrg.htm

